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Special Interest Group on Computer Graphics and Interactive Techniques 
(SIGGRAPH) Chapter opens in Northeast Ohio 

Kickoff event to be held February at the Cleveland Museum of Art 

CLEVELAND (Feb. 12, 2003) — In a significant move toward supporting a creative advanced 
technology community for Cleveland and Northeast Ohio, the Association for Computing Machinery 
(ACM) has formally chartered Northeast Ohio SIGGRAPH, a chapter for the region coordinated by the 
Cleveland Institute of Art, Case Western Reserve University and the Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA), 
each of which has special interests in this field. Establishing this Chapter gives technology professionals, 
students and the general public a forum for sharing experiences and information. It ensures that 
Cleveland-area contributions to tbe field of computer graphics, visualization and interactive techniques 
are readily recognized within the national and worldwide professional communities. These technologies 
and techniques are playing increasingly vital roles in design, health care, biotechnology, medical research 
and the arts. Northeast Ohio is working on developing its strength in these areas. 

A kickoff event will be held Monday, Feb. 24, 2003, from 5 to 10 p.m. at tbe Cleveland 
Museum of Art. It will feature technology demonstrations, peer discussions, speakers and the screening of 
the Electronic Theater, an animation festival organized each year by SIGGRAPH to present tbe best 
digital animations, visualizations, simulations, visual effects demonstrations and technical presentations 
from around the world. 

The keynote speaker for the kickoff event will be Mike Travers from Blue Sky Studios who has 
been involved in many of tbe top visual effects movies over tbe last five years including Ice Age, Stuart 
Little and Starship Troopers. 

Jurgen Eaust, dean of integrated media of the Cleveland Institute of Art says “We have been able 
to launch new programs and new initiatives incorporating digital technology in the past three years here at 
the University Circle in Cleveland. To initiate a SIGGRAPH chapter for Cleveland and Northeast Ohio in 
order to create a vibrant exchange platform for all design and art professionals as well as students in the 
technology field is the next promising and necessary step.” 

Lev S. Gonick, vice president and chief information officer. Case Western Reserve University 
notes: “Northeast Ohio SIGGRAPH will play a vital role in the creation of a vibrant Digital Cleveland by 
providing a forum not only for the exploration of the intersection of advanced visualization, biomedicine 
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and the arts but also for the creation of new networks among students, researchers, artists and technology 
professionals.” 

According to Leonard Steinbach, chief information officer of the Cleveland Museum of Art “A 
SIGGRAPH Chapter for Northeast Ohio can play a pivotal role in creating and growing a tech-savvy 
creative community. The type of professional focus and forum that a SIGGRAPH chapter provides can 
quickly become a catalyst for innovation in the educational, cultural and technology sectors and an 
important regional resource to a wide range of businesses. The Cleveland Museum of Art, as a 
prospective user of advanced graphics applications in art education and interpretation, and recognizing the 
influence of digital media on contemporary art, is very proud to be part of this inaugural process.” 

For more information about the Northeast Ohio SIGGRAPH chapter and its events, visit 
http://gate.cia.edu/neohio/ or e-mail neosiggraph@po.cwru.edu. 

The Northeast Ohio SIGGRAPH chapter is organized and led by local professionals and students. 
All meetings and events open to the public. Organizational support has been provided by public and 
private sources including Case Western Reserve University, The Cleveland Institute of Art and The 
Cleveland Museum of Art. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its 
permanent collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The museum is 
a significant international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on 
the museum, its holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit 
www.ClevelandArt.org 
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